Wednesday 28th September 2011
Quantity Surveying student triumphs at Women in Property National 



Student Awards 2011 
‘Best of the Best’ announced at high profile Awards dinner
Elsie North from Kingston University is Women in Property's ‘Best of the Best’. Elsie, who is studying her degree course while working for Faithful+Gould, is the winner of Women In Property’s National Student Awards 2011. She received her award at the Best of the Best Awards dinner at Claridge’s in London.

 

In addition to her trophy, Elsie wins £700 plus a prize package which includes access to Women in Property's mentoring scheme, a year's membership of the Association and support in finding a work placement.

 

The Women in Property National Student Awards were launched in 2007 to inspire young women studying a built environment degree course and raise awareness among employers of the quality and skills coming into the property and construction industry. 
This year they are supported by construction firm Byrne Group and Jones Lang La Salle as national sponsors with Argent, and MCD Developments.  Fisher Wilson Property Consultants, Renfrew Workforce Plus (RW+), Thomas & Adamson and Turley Associates are sponsors in the regions. This year 38 Universities put forward their rising stars - 59 of the most talented students from across the country. The Awards are open to second year female students studying a Built Environment Course, including Planning, Surveying, Architecture and Engineering.
Elsie  said,
 "I’m really amazed and thrilled.  It was great to get to the national final - but to actually win the national Award!  Fantastic!  I would like to thank my employer, Faithful+Gould, who have been 100% supportive of me, so I’m really happy to give something back. I also think it’s really important to be able to raise awareness to what women in the property and construction industry can achieve so this Award is a really good start.”
Monique Royle, the current national chairman of Women in Property said, “Elsie’s enthusiasm is inspiring.  She is totally deserving of this Award and, on behalf of the Association, I would like to wholeheartedly congratulate her.  I have no doubt we will be hearing a lot more about her in the future.”
As one of the national judges, Monique Royle echoed the views of the judging panel, who were extremely impressed with the calibre, confidence and ambition of the ten finalists.  She said, “Choosing our national winner seems to get harder every year, such is the quality of entrants coming forward.  They all have so much to offer – I’m sure there were guests in the audience at the Best of Best Awards Dinner who will have their eye on these young women as future employees.” 
Such was the standard of entrants this year that the judges decided to make two further awards, in acknowledgement of their contribution to the Awards process, giving them both the accolade of ‘Highly Commended’:
· Gillian Steele, studying Architectural Engineering at the University of Cardiff and currently on work experience with Opus in New Zealand.

· Lise-Ann Brennan studying Architecture at Birmingham Institute of Art and Design.

Paul Salmon, Managing Director of national Awards sponsor, Byrne Brothers and on the national judging panel, said, “It is interesting but not surprising that many of the finalists have found that involvement with the Awards has opened doors for them, raised their profiles and contributed towards securing work placements.  This reflects our own experience at Byrne Brothers – we have benefited from a number of Awards students who have done a great job on work placement.”

The judges were impressed by Elsie North’s refreshing approach.  
Facing the panel she said, 
· “We know we are high risk but employers must trust young people, trust us to do the job.”

· “What inspires me?  Seeing the projects I’ve worked on being built.”
 

Alongside Elsie North the nine other 2011 finalists were:-  
Branch:

Central Scotland

Student:
Sarah Beth Riley

University:
Glasgow School of Art

Course:

Architecture and Urban Design

Branch:

East Midlands

Student:
Yvonne Marangwanda

University:
Nottingham Trent

Course:

Quantity Surveying

Branch:

Midlands

Student:
Lise Ann Brennan

University:
Birmingham Institute of Art and Design

Course:

Architecture

Branch:

Northern Scotland satellite

Student:
Pamela Robertson

University:
Robert Gordon University 

Course:

Architectural Technology  

Branch:

North West
Student:
Charlotte Robinson

University:
Manchester School of Architecture

Course:

Architecture
Branch:

South Eas
Student:
Jessica Dabrowski 

University:
University of Reading

Course:

Building Surveying

Branch:

South Wales
Student:
Gillian Steele

University:
Cardiff University 

Course:

MEng Architectural Engineering

Branch:

South West

Student:
Hollie Deverell

University:
University of Plymouth

Course:

Architecture
Branch:

Yorkshire & North East
Student:
Bethan Lewis

University:
Sheffield Hallam University
Course:

BSC Building Surveying
All entrants were nominated by their universities, after which they were invited to present one piece of coursework to regional judging panels.  The ten finalists were then interviewed by a final panel on the morning of the Best of Best dinner, when the national winner was decided.  The 2012 National Student Awards are already underway, with Universities across the UK being invited to nominate their best second year students (third year students in Scotland).  
ENDS

Notes to editors:

The Association of Women In Property

Women in Property is a national organisation which was founded in 1987. With over 1,000 members and 12 regional branches it represents all disciplines within the property and construction industry and provides a forum for business opportunities, the exchanging of views, networking and personal development. 
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